
Message from the Associate ProvostMessage from the Associate Provost   

Welcome to the second issue of the Undergraduate Education Newsletter! 

 

 The first issue of the Newsletter was well received.  People commented that they enjoyed reading 
about the diverse and rich activities going on in the Undergraduate Education (UE) unit.  Another 
testament to the success of the Newsletter is the flurry of news we have received, which has re-
sulted in the expanded size of this second issue.  I view the Newsletter as a mechanism to en-
hance the visibility of programs, activities, and services in UE; to help engender conversations 
about the changing realities of UE; and to promote collaborations across programs in UE and units 

on campus. 

 

A new feature in the Newsletter is the Op-Eds section.  This section is intended to include reflec-
tions by members of our community who feel passionately about issues in UE and who would like 
to share their thoughts on a particular topic with the wider community.  In this issue, Professor 
Sam Miller, Chair of Curriculum and Instruction, School of Education, and Dr. Ray Purdom, Direc-
tor of the University Teaching and Learning Center, have contributed two stimulating op-ed pieces.  
Sam explores the realities of the changing profile of our undergraduate student body and Ray re-
flects on the implications of a paradigm shift from teacher-centered to a learner-centeredðand 
most significantlyða learning-centered university environment.  I invite you to read these op-eds 
and to communicate your thoughts to the authors.  It is my goal is to have the Op-Eds become a 

permanent feature of the Newsletter and I invite you to consider contributing to this section.     

Various departments in UE are quite busy this semester organizing a variety of conferences on 
teaching and learning, food and sustainability, communication across the curriculum, community 
engagement, and more.  See the Calendar of Events to get information about these conferences 

and other events in UE.   

This issue also includes important information about the restructuring of units in the Division of Aca-
demic Affairs.   The changes, which are to be effective July 1, were announced by Provost Perrin in 
different public venues.  Please read the Reorganization in Academic Affairs section for information 

about restructuring that impacts UE.   

Hope you enjoy the Undergraduate Education Newsletter! Good luck with the remainder of the spring 

semester.   

Micheline Chalhoub-Deville 

Interim Associate Provost for Undergraduate Education 
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Each year the University recognizes faculty who exemplifies teaching excellence.  This yearôs finalist are as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Teaching Excellence Awards selection process defines distinguished teaching as: 

Outstanding success in facilitating student learning; Outstanding success in facilitating student interest; The establishment and 
maintenance of high academic standards; Substantial influence on the academic and professional pursuits of students; Out-
standing success in guiding and facilitating student research, scholarship or artistic accomplishment and Consistent success in 
making complex ideas and concepts understandable and meaningful to students.  The winner will be announced at UNCG 

Excellence Day.  The Teaching Excellence Awards Luncheon is sponsored by the Undergraduate Education Office. 

UNCG Celebrates Excellence DayUNCG Celebrates Excellence Day  
The University will honor achievements by faculty, students and staff during two celebrations on Wednesday, May 6, in the Elliott 

University Center Auditorium.   

 

The University Excellence Awards Convocation will be held at 4 p.m.  Several awards will be presented to recognize excellence 

in teaching, research and service.  Most are funded by the UNCG Excellence Foundation.  Honors to be presented are: 

¶ Research Excellence Awards, to a full Professor and an Assistant Professor. 

¶ Staff Excellence Awards, to a member or members of the UNCG Staff. 

¶ Alumni Teaching Excellence Awards, going to the one tenured and one untenured faculty member. 

¶ Gladys Stawn Bullard Awards, recognizing service by faculty, staff and students. 

¶ George and Beatrice Fisher Gerontology Dissertation Award. 

¶ Outstanding Doctoral Dissertation and Masterôs Thesis Awards and Graduate Assistant Teaching Awards 

 

The Undergraduate Honors Convocation will take place at 7 p.m.  Student Excellence Award Certificates will be conferred on 
seniors, juniors and students who completed the Honors Program also will be recognized.  Dr. Terry Nile, Professor of Chemis-

try and BioChemistry will be the featured speaker. 

 

Displays by students in the Undergraduate Research Assistant Program will be open from noon to 6:30 p.m. in the EUC Audito-
rium Lobby, with Presentations scheduled from 5:15 to 6:15 p.m.  This event is coordinated with the Undergraduate Education 

Office. 

Teaching Excellence AwardsTeaching Excellence Awards  
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¶ Amy Lixl-Purcell, Associate Professor of Design in the Art Department  

¶ Gavin Douglas, Professor of Ethnomusicology in the School of Music 

¶ Heidi Carlone, Associate Professor in Curriculum and Instruction 

¶ Susan Dennison, Associate Professor in Social Work 

¶ Jan Rychtar, Assistant Professor in Mathematics and Statistics 

¶ Joyce Ferguson, Professor in Communication Studies 

¶ Matina Kalcounis-Ruppell, Assistant Professor in Biology 

¶ Nir Kshetri, Assistant Professor in Business Administration 



In the Spotlight...In the Spotlight...  
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Cuny Awarded Outstanding Newcomer! 

 Kimberly Cuny was honored at the National Communication Association Conven-

tion as the Von Till Outstanding Newcomer for Communication Centers. 

 Cuny is the first person to receive the award which is designed to honor an NCA 
member who has been in Communication Centers Administration for five years or fewer as of 
May 1st.  Cuny took over directorship of the University Speaking Center at UNCG five years 
ago at the start of the centerôs second year of operation.  At that time, the center had 17 staff 
members and completed nearly 100 consultations.  Last year, the center had 40 staff mem-

bers who completed over 2,000 consultations and 100 faculty requested workshops. 

 Cunyôs nomination noted her UNCG and national successes in speaking center and lab innovation, scholarship, mentor-

ing, effectiveness, participation in the NCAôs Communication Centers Spring Mini-Conference in 2007.    

 Kiya Ward has been named the Joan and Pete Allan Speaking Center Fellow for the 
Spring 2009 Semester.  Kiya is majoring in Communications Studies.  The fellowship is designed to 
encourage undergraduate student-staff members of The University Speaking Center to complete 

speaking center research or outreach projects which culminate in original academic papers. 

 After presenting her research at the conference, Kiya was invited by Dr. Kathie Turner, 
Director of Davidson Collegeôs Speaking Center, to further this work by investigating trust building 
behaviors at Davidsonôs Center.  Dr. Roy Schwartzman (CST) will direct Kiyaôs Davidson efforts.  

Kiya plans to present her Spring findings at the 2009 National Association of Communication Centers mini-conference. 

     

 Sarah Hamrick was awarded the 2008-09 Fellowship  for The Writing Center.   Sarah will develop 
and present Writing Center Orientations to Undergraduate and Graduate classes, develop reference hand-
outs for writers and consultants to use during sessions and she will serve as a Writing Center Shift Manager 
and Role Model for other Consultants.  Sarah has submitted a proposal to the Southeastern Writing Center 

Association Conference and has been nominated for their Tutor of the Year Award.    

  Judy Johnson and Marian Harrison from the University Teaching and Learning 
Center, Lee Odom from Undergrad Education and Liane Davenport from Academic Assess-
ment  completed the Essential Supervisor Program (ESP).  They were awarded Certificates of 
Completion at a Breakfast and Ceremony on Friday, January 16th.  The Essential Supervisor 
Program is conducted by Human Resource Services.  The Program provides professional 
development for all supervisors who work with SPA employees.  Participants of the program 
will complete 8 core courses and 5 out of 11 elective courses for a total of 13 courses taken 

over a two year period for ESP Certification. 

 

 Pat Joyner (pictured with the saw!) participated in a Habitat for Humanities ï Womenôs 

Blitz Build January 19 ï 23, 2009 as a part of the Christian Church ï Disciples of Christ Volunteer 

Program.  Pat was among 30 women from throughout the United States who traveled to Greens-

boro to participate in the build.   ñTo participate in a volunteer effort such as this during the week 

of  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, the inauguration of President Obama and the first woman to de-

liver the message at the Inauguration National Prayer Service,  who just happens to be the Gen-

eral Minister of my affiliate denomination, was very befitting and humbling for me ï not to mention 

all that I learned in the process.  Pat will participate in the house dedication on March 7. 

Pictured l -r: Liane Davenport, Marian 
Harrison, Lee Odom & Judy Johnson  
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Grogan College Announces New Learning Community for Fall 09:  In collaboration with the Departments of Biology, 
Chemistry and English, Grogan will launch a new Science & Health Professions Learning Community.  This new learning com-
munity is especially designed for freshmen who love science or who are considering careers that require a foundation in basic 
sciences.  In particular, it provides an excellent opportunity for students interested in Pre-Med, Pre-Dentistry, Pre-Vet studies 
and Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy or Medical Technologies. 
 
Grogan on Stage:  Sade Oyemakinwa, a student in the Creativity & Performance learning community and two of our PALs, 
Rikki Gibbs and Jonathan Johnson are currently in rehearsal for their parts in The Sanctuaryôs Production of ñChildren of 
Edenò.  With music and lyrics by Stephen Schwart, the same composer  who worked on Godspell, Pippen and Wicked.  This 
musical is an adaptation of the Book of Genesis.  It tells the story of parents, their children and the defining choices they make 
on the journey to reclaim lost innocence.  The play runs from February 12-28, 2009. 
 
In addition, Rikki and Jonathan are also assisting the UNCG Theater Department with preparations for The Kennedy Center 
American College Theater Festival (KCACTF).  This is a national theater program involving 18,000 students from colleges and 
universities nationwide which has served as a catalyst in improving the quality of College Theater in the United States. 

Spring 2009 promises to be an exciting semester for Strong College.  In January we welcomed Kristen Harris as our Assis-
tant Coordinator for Residence Life.  She will be living in the South Spencer apartment and coordinating our many activities.  

Kristen is currently pursuing a masterôs degree in Student Personnel Administration in Higher Education at UNC-G. 

 

This semester we will continue three traditions which are central to our program.  In the last weekend of February, students 
and fellows will travel to Staunton, Virginia, to see two plays at the American Shakespeare Center.  This trip is a highlight of 
our óCulture Vulturesô series.  The last weekend in April will find students and fellows enjoying the Annual Buffalo Creek Re-
gatta (homemade boats only) and Picnic.  We will finish the year in celebratory fashion with a Final Tea and Senior Banquet 

on Tuesday, May 5. 

Last Semester the Warren Ashby Residential College launched ñWrite at Homeò in the conjunction with the Writing Center.  An 
ARC Alum trained by the Writing Center, Erin Andrews, worked in the ARC residence hall twice a week with studentôs papers.  

By all accounts, this was very successful. 

 

ARC Students attended the Undergraduate Studies International Holiday Celebration and also held an annual celebration with 
the Ashby Parlor listening to traditional Christmas tales, hearing descriptions of Kwanzaa, Hanukkah and how celebrations take 

place in other countries. 

 

Two former ARC students are teaching one credit experimental classes this Spring:  Aaron Dell is teaching ñScience and Self-

hoodò and Chris Berg is teaching ñA History of American Sketch Comedyò. 

  

 




